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Twas the Month before Christmas 
 

Twas the month before Christmas 
When all through our land, 
Not a Christian was praying 

Nor taking a stand. 
See the PC Police had taken away 

The reason for Christmas - no one could say. 
The children were told by their schools not to sing 

About Shepherds and Wise Men and Angels and things. 
It might hurt people's feelings, the teachers would say 

December 25th is just a ' Holiday '. 
Yet the shoppers were ready with cash, checks and credit 

Pushing folks down to the floor just to get it! 
CDs from Madonna, an X BOX, an I-Pod 

Something was changing, something quite odd! 
Retailers promoted Ramadan and Kwanzaa 
In hopes to sell books by Franken & Fonda. 

As Targets were hanging their trees upside down 
At Lowe's the word Christmas - was no where to be found. 

At K-Mart and Staples and Penny's and Sears 
You won't hear the word Christmas; it won't touch your ears. 

Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-si-ty 
Are words that were used to intimidate me. 

Now Daschle, Now Darden, Now Sharpton, Wolf Blitzen 
On Boxer, on Rather, on Kerry, on Clinton ! 

At the top of the Senate, there arose such a clatter 
To eliminate Jesus, in all public matter. 

And we spoke not a word, as they took away our faith 
Forbidden to speak of salvation and grace 

The true Gift of Christmas was exchanged and discarded 
The reason for the season, stopped before it started. 

So as you celebrate 'Winter Break' under your 'Dream Tree' 
Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me. 

Choose your words carefully, choose what you say 
 

Shout MERRY CHRISTMAS , 
 

not Happy Holiday ! 
 

Please, all Christians join together and 
wish everyone you meet 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 



 

Christ is The Reason' for the Christ-mas Season! 

Fellowship , Service  and Sharing  

Sunday Service 
Sunday School 
Bible Study 
Youth Group 
Prayer Meeting 
Womenôs Group 
Christian Education 
Coffee Time, after worship 
Vacation Bible School 
Motherôs Day Reception 
Strawberry Social (Fatherôs Day) 
Soup Luncheon 
Crop Walk 

Palmyra/Macedon Food Pantry 
Palmyra Clothing Closet 
Missionary Support 
Reformed Church World Service 
East Palmyra Christian School 
CareNet Center 
Camp Fowler 
American Red Cross 
Trick or Treat for Unicef 
Local benevolent needs 
 
To mention a few. . . .  
 

 

Our Church Family  

 

Keep the following in your prayers for healing of 

body and soul, please:  Prayer List  
Members, friends and family   
¶ Martin Pettrone (at Wayne County 

Nursing home for rehab from a broken 
hip, 1529 Nye R., Lyons, NY 14489)  

¶ Jerry Pettrone is also a Wayne County 
Nursing Home 

¶ Orva Gale (has a broken hip and pelvis, 
she is at the Nursing Home in Clifton 
Spring) 

¶ Louise Ondra (home from a brief stay in 
the hospital) 

¶ Pat Reitz (Carol Wanderseeôs sister 
needs your prayers, her health continues 
to decline) 

¶ Richard Sampson (Tinaôs friend is home 
from cancer surgery) 

¶ Jean Craft  

¶ Judy OôDaniel (she is home) 

¶ Patti Woods (Clara DeNearingôs 
granddaughter) 

¶ Linda Woods (Claraôs daughter) 

¶ Phil Proeto (Joyce Bucknamôs dad)  

¶ Delores & Carl Fisher (Gordonôs sister 
and Gordie & Elaineôs brother-in-law) 

¶ Elizabeth Spencer (8 yr-old friend of Jack 
& Debôs who has a brain tumor) 

¶ Betty Anthony (Jack & Debôs friend is  
will reside at  Clifton Springs Nursing 
Home) 

¶ Lorene McGee (friend of Dee Plumleyôs) 

¶ Marvin Haak (Tina Haakôs brother is 
home from hospital after cancer surgery) 

 
 

Shut-Ins 
* Anna Mae Vanderwedge 

* Orva Gale 

* Gerry Pettrone 

* Anne and James Milliman 
 

Missionaries PRC Supports 

o Drs. Norvell Goff-Rudy and Gerald Rudy 
in Honduras 

o The John and Laura Iamaio ï Campus 
Crusade for Christ 

o Greg and Jean Davis ï Campus 
Crusade  

 
 

Love . .  
Comes from a pure heart 



And a good conscience 
And a sincere faith.     

I Timothy 1:5 NIV 
 

Town and Community 

¶ Bless those who receive the units of 
blood that we are collected 

¶ Bless those who donate blood in order to 
save lives 

¶ Our work here at Palmyra Reformed 
Church ï bless our members,  family and 
friends 

¶ Those in the Armed Services  

¶ Those who need Godôs support and love 

¶ Those suffering of body or soul  

¶ Those in need of Godôs saving grace 

¶ Those who can not worship our Lord 
freely 

¶ Those people affected by hurricane 
Irene.   

¶ Our sister churches affected by flooding 

¶ Veterans of all branches of the service  

¶ The American Red Cross and all of their 
work 

¶ East Palmyra Christian School  
 

 

Condolences 

× Our sincere condolences to Joyce 
Bucknam and her family.  Joyceôs mom, 
Betty Proeto, passed away in Oct.  Please 
be with Joyce, her father and their family.  
Joyceôs address is 220 Howell St., Palmyra, 
NY 14522. 

 
× Our sincere sympathy to Eunice 

Reynolds and her family ï her brother-
in-law, Gene Reynolds, passed away.  
This was Dutch's brother from Ontario, NY.  
Euniceôs address is: 383 West Foster St., 
Palmyra, NY 14522.   Gerry Lonneville 
(neighbor to Cal & Joan) was Geneôs sister, 
may Godôs peace be with you also. 

 
× Please keep the family of Terry Tellier in 

your prayers; he lost his life in a recent fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Prayer Concerns: 

o Fill out a Prayer Request Form on 

Sunday morning and give it to the 

greeter before the service starts. 

o Call a Consistory member 

o Start the Prayer Chain by calling 

Louise Ondra at 597-4877 

 
Happy Birthday:  
If your special day has been missed ï PLEASE ï 

contact Carol Fanelli so you can be added to the list: 

 
November 
11/9  Roberta Main 
11/10  Scott Thompson 
11/11  Martin Pettrone 
11/11  Gary Wood 
11/11  Gordon Bushart 
11/15  Petr Premyslovsky 
11/16  Marcia Marsille 
11/17  Carrie Nies 
11/19  Mackenzie & Joshua Thompson 
11/21  Ann Milliman 
11/24  Cody Gallagher 
11/27  Laura Marsille 
11/27  Mike Thompson 
 

December 
12/2  Doug Bushart 
12/13  Betty Lush 
12/13  Lenny Main 
12/14  Jim Milliman 
12/20  Dave Ondra 
12/20  Dee Plumley 
12/30  Greg Wood 
12/31  Steve Marsille 
 

 

Happy Anniversary:  
12/9  Dave & Carol Fanelli 
 



 

Congratulations:  
¶ Tina Haak is going to be a grandma again. 

Her daughter, Marcia is expecting in April or 
May.  

 

Thank Youôs:  
¶ to EVERYONE who helped with 

Canaltown Days.  The location of the 
booth was moved but it turned out to be a 
blessing ï we were right in the action and 
sold out of Oliebolen by 2:00 ( amazing how 
God knows better than we do).   

 

¶ to Dave Ondra for his dedication to pulpit 
supply and copying the bulletin. 

 

¶ to all of our helpers at the chicken-n-
biscuit dinner ï you were heaven sent.  
Thanks to ALL of you it was also a 
delicious, very successful dinner.  

 

¶ to our entire church family from the 
Ladies Group for their wonderful support of 
all of their activities.  Your support makes 
our benevolent giving possible.    

 

¶ to Tina Haak and those who helped at 
the Rochester Classis when they met at 
our church for their annual meeting.  

 

¶ FOR THE REFINISHED FRONT DOOR.  
John Marsille did the actual work and it is 
beautiful.  Thank you to the Building and 
Grounds Committee for making this 
possible. 

 

¶ to Dave Ondra for painting the letters and 
design on the sign in front of the church.  It 
is so much easier to read when passing by 
the church. 

 

¶ to Cal Bucknam, Cornie VanderWerf and 
Carol Fanelli for supervising the Blood 
Drive.   We exceeded our goal of 29 units.  
The Red Cross representative was thrilled 
with our drive.   

 

¶ to Will Barham for the Prayer Meetings.  
Thank you for you and your family being 
part of our church family/friendship and 
providing faithful leadership.  

 

¶ to all who brought in returnable 
bottles/cans.  Our church received $52 for 
the returnables.   

 

 
 

¶ to Joan Bucknam who takes the extra time 
to picks out music to compliment the 
sermon and service.      THANK YOU ALL! 

 
 

Announcements  
Choir is starting  up again November 13th.  

If you would like to join choir, 
we sing the Call to 
Worship and Anthem.  

Practice is at 9:15 on 
Sunday morning to alleviate 

having to come out on a weekday night to 
practice.  Please come and sing unto the Lord.   
 

 Ladies Dinner Outing in November  
Itôs time again for us ladies to dine out.  We are 
going to Charlie Browns in Penfield on Nov. 7 
and ALL ladies are invited.  If you would like to 
car pool, please meet at the church at 5:30 ï 
we have dinner reservations at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Congregational Meeting   

The meeting is taking on a different look this 
year.  As suggested, it will be immediately after 
the church service on Nov. 13th.  This hopefully 
makes it more convenient for everyone and no 
driving after dark! 
 

Blood Drive  

The Blood Drive that we had Oct. 31 was very 
successful.  As of 4:30 we already had 27 
people donating and the Red Cross 
representative called it a very successful day.  
For each unit given it can be used in 3 different 
ways thus tripling its usefulness.  
 

Rev. Selvaggio ë The Author ë Rev. 

Selvaggio has written the book ñProphets 
Spead of Himò which has been used in our 
adult Sunday School classes.  If you would like 
to get a copy, please check with Marcia at the 
Village BookMart (I believe that she can get a 
copy of you). 



 

The Upper Room devotionals  are available 

on the back table in the sanctuary.  A free-will 
offering to cover the cost can be left in the 
wooden chest. 
 

Please check in the kitchen  (on the counter 

to the left of the sink) to see if any of the bake 
ware left in the church belongs to you.  There 
are a lot of pans ï please check them. 

The boxes and containers for collection  

have been moved to the Fellowship Hall in 
order to make it easier for people to find them.  
The containers are for the following items: 
   Food Pantry items ï (ya, itôs moved again) 
   Used stamps  
         (East Pal School is collecting them) 
   Campbell Food labels ï local school 
   General Mills box tops for education ï 
          local school 
   Pull top tabs from beverage cans ï  
          helps pay for dialysis 
   Used greeting cards ï  
          St. Judeôs Ranch for children 
 
Newspaper store coupons can be given 
to Carol Fanelli who gives them to the 
American Legion for families in the military.  
Our connection with the Legion sends coupons 
to 9 different bases ranging from New York to 
Germany to Japan. 
 
December is Poinsettia Month ï if you would 
like, please bring in a poinsettia in honor of 
someone, in memory of someone or just 
because you would like too.  There will be a 
Poinsettia List, so please tell Carol Fanelli 
(315-926-0305) so she can put 
your flower gift on the list. 
  
 

Calendar  

Nov. 2 ï Consistory Meeting  

 

Nov. 6 - Missionary Sunday 

Our monthly missionary project today will be a 

special offering in support of Unicef. 
 

Nov. 7 ï Ladies Group Dinner at Charlie 
Browns in Penfield 

If anyone would like to car pool, please be at 
the church at 5:30.    
 

Nov. 13 ï Sunday - Congregational 
Meeting - Please stay after the service for the 
congregational meeting that will take place 
immediately after the service.    
 

Nov. 14 and 16 ï Supervise Clothing Closet 
at the Methodist Church: 

¶ See Lisa Premyslovsky if you can donate a 
few hours to hand out free clothing to needy 
children. 

 

Nov. 21 ï Christian Education meeting at 
7:30 p.m. in the church.  Christmas is on the 
agenda. 
   

Nov. 24th Community Thanksgiving 
Day Service - We are holding 
Thanksgiving Day 
service at our usual 
10:00 a.m.  Will Barham 
will be our worship 
leader and the 
community is invited to attend.  Be sure 
to invite your family, neighbors and 
friends.    
 
Nov. 30 ï Prayer Meeting 
This is our monthly prayer meeting at 7:00 p.m.   
 

Dec. 4 - Missionary Sunday 

In support of our monthly missionary project, 

there will be an additional special offering for 

the Mission of the Month. 
 
Dec. 5 ï Ladies Group Meeting at 7:00 
We are meeting half an hour early to set up the 
tree in the Fellowship Hall.   

¶ Carol Fanelli will have devotions/topic.  

¶ We will be making arrangements for: 
ü the Christmas dinner  
ü fruit baskets for shut-ins  
ü Wayne County Nursing Home Angel 

Tree 
ü Cookie give-away at the Christmas 

dinner. 

¶ Those who attend are asked to bring a gift 
for a white elephant exchange. 



¶ And 3-4 dozen cookies     
 
Dec. 12 and 14 ï Supervise Clothing Closet 
at the Methodist Church at 6:30: 

¶ See Lisa Premyslovsky if you can donate a 
few hours. 

¶ Please tell anyone who can use the service 
that the cloths are free for any child. 

¶ They can always use childrenôs cloths.  
Please give them to Lisa. 

 

Dec. 16 ï Christmas Dinner/Program 

Please bring a dish to pass 

and table service.  Ham and 

beverage will be provided.   

The children will be angels 

this year. 

 

Dec. 19 ï Christian Education Meeting  

Finalize the Christmas program. 

 
Dec. 25 ï CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

ñHEò is the reason for the season! 

 
Dec. 28 - Prayer Meeting 
This is our monthly prayer meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

 
 

Christmas Dinner  

& Program  
 

Dec. 17, 2010 
 

Dinner at 6:00  Program 7:00  
 

Bring: Dish to pass 

       Table service 

           Friends 

Provided: Ham and beverage 
 

 

Sharing Hand s 

Thank You  
  

Pulpit Supply:  
Nov. 6  Rev. Anthony Selvaggio 
Nov. 13 Rev. Ed Allatt 
Nov. 20 Rev. Ed Allatt 
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving - Will Barham 
Nov. 27 Rev. Anthony Selvaggio 
Dec. 4  Rev. Ed Allatt 
Dec. 11 Rev. Anthony Selvaggio 
Dec. 18 Rev. Anthony Selvaggio 
Dec. 25 Christmas - 

 

Usher/Greeter : 
Nov. 6  Lucinda Steensma 
Nov. 13 Roy Vanderwall 
Nov. 20 Cornie VanderWerf 
Nov. 27 Gary Wood 
Dec. 4  Cal Bucknam 
Dec. 11 Chris Bucknam 
Dec. 18 Dave & Carol Fanelli 
Dec. 25 Walt & Elma Fox 

 
Flowers   
If you would like to have flowers in memory of a 

loved one, please call Carol Fanelli (926-0305) to 

set aside a Sunday. 
 

Nov. 6  Dave & Carol Fanelli in memory  
  of Daveôs parents 
Nov. 13 Open 
Nov. 20 In loving memory of Vince, Mr. & 

Mrs. Clair DeMay, Maynard & 
Stanley DeMay and Joy Enos 
from Jean Craft 

Nov. 27 Open 
 

December - Poinsettia Month ï letôs light up 
the sanctuary with flowers! 

 
Nursery  

Nov. 6  Roberta Main 
Nov. 13 Lucinda Steensma 
Nov. 20 Tina Haak 
Nov. 27 Lisa Premyslovsky 
Dec. 4  Deb Thompson 
Dec. 11 Roberta Main 
Dec. 18 Lucinda Steensma 
Dec. 25 Tina Haak 

 
    Refreshments - Fellowship Time  
Nov. 6  Cheryl Opdyke, hazel Goodrich 



Nov. 13 Dee Plumley 
Nov. 20 Lisa Premyslovsky 
Nov. 27 Debbie Thompson 
Dec. 4  Cornie VanderWerf 

Dec. 11 Elsie VanGee 
Dec. 18 Carol Wandersee 
Dec. 25 Virginia Wilson 

Very interesting if you don't already know...  
   

ARLINGTON CEMETERY  - Tomb of the Unknown Soldier  
1. How many steps does the guard take during his walk across the tomb of the Unknowns and why?  

     21 steps:  It alludes to the twenty-one gun salute which is 

     the highest honor given any military or foreign dignitary.  

2. How long does he hesitate after his about face to begin his return walk and why?  

     21 seconds for the same reason as answer number 1  

3. Why are his gloves wet?  

     His gloves are moistened to prevent his losing his grip on the 

     rifle.  

4. Does he carry his rifle on the same shoulder all the time 

and, if not, why not?  

     He carries the rifle on the shoulder away from the tomb. After  

     his march across the path, he executes an about face an 

     moves the rifle to the outside shoulder.  

5. How often are the guards changed?  

     Guards are changed every thirty minutes, twenty-four hours a 

     day, 365 days a year.  

 6. What are the physical traits of the guard limited to?  

     For a person to apply for guard duty at the tomb he must be  

     between 5' 10' & 6' 2' tall and his waist size canôt exceed 30.    

     They must commit 2 years of life to guard the tomb, live in a barracks under the tomb, and cannot drink any 

alcohol on or off duty for the rest of their lives. They cannot swear in public for the rest of their lives and cannot 

disgrace the uniform or the tomb in any way.    

     After two years, the guard is given a wreath pin that is worn on their lapel signifying they served as guard of 

the tomb. There are only 400 presently worn. The guard must obey these rules for the rest of their lives or give 

up the wreath pin.    

     The shoes are specially made with very thick soles to keep the heat and cold from their feet. There are metal 

heel plates that extend to the top of the shoe in order to make the loud click as they come to a halt.  

     There are no wrinkles, folds or lint on the uniform. Guards dress for duty in front of a full-length mirror.  

     The first six months of duty a guard cannot talk to anyone nor watch TV. All off duty time is spent studying 

the 175 notable people laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery.   A guard must memorize who they are and 

where they are interred. Among the notables are:    

      President Taft  

     Joe Lewis {the boxer}  

     Medal of Honor winner Audie Murphy (the most decorated  

     soldier of WWII of Hollywood fame)  

     Every guard spends five hours a day getting his uniforms ready for guard duty.  

 

ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM O LORD AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM.  
 

     In 2003 as Hurricane Isabelle was approaching Washington, DC, our US Senate/House took 2 days off with 

anticipation of the storm. 

     On the ABC evening news, it was reported that because of the dangers from the hurricane, the military 

members assigned the duty of guarding the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier were given permission 

to suspend the assignment.  They respectfully declined the offer, 'No way, Sir!'  



     Soaked to the skin, marching in the pelting rain of a tropical storm, they said that guarding the Tomb was not 

just an assignment; it was the highest honor that can be afforded to a serviceperson.  

The tomb has been patrolled continuously, 24/7, since 1930.  

God Bless and keep them.  

Just For Fun  

 
Highest Number 

 
Recently while we were eating lunch after 
church one Sunday, 
my youngest son asked me what the highest 
number I had ever counted up to was. 
 
I said I didn't know. Then I asked him how high 
he has counted. 
 
"5,372," came the prompt reply. 
 
"Oh," I said. "Why did you stop there?" 
 
"The sermon was over." 
 

 

 

 

SAY A PRAYER  

 

Little Johnny and his family were having 
Sunday dinner at his Grandmother's 

house. Everyone was seated around the 
table as the food was being served. 

When Little Johnny received his plate, 
he started eating right away. "Johnny! 
Please wait until we say our prayer." 
said his mother. "I don't need to," the 
boy replied. "Of course, you do "his 
mother insisted. "We always say a 
prayer before eating at our house." 

"That's at our house." Johnny explained. 
"But this is Grandma's house and she 

knows how to cook. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


